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Family Sunday—Wildlife Photographer of the Year
February 16

The Naturhistorisches Museum Basel presents the best wildlife photos of 
2019! Breathtaking landscapes, surprising animal portraits, and dramatic 
spectacles of nature allow you to immerse yourself in the beauty and 
 magic of nature. “Wildlife Photographer of the Year,” which is owned and 
developed by the Natural History Museum in London, is the world’s biggest 
and most prestigious competition for nature photography. Each year, the 
photographs set new standards against which animal and nature photo-
graphy are measured. For this family day from 10:00–17:00, the museum is 
completely geared towards families. They can expect exciting adventures, 
thrilling activities, and entertaining games in a special atmosphere.

www.nmbs.ch
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Amuse-Bouche. The Taste of Art
February 19 – May 17

Is the taste of art sweet, sour, 
bitter, salty, or even umami? 
What role does our sense of 
taste play in social interactions 
and as an artistic material? 
 Museum Tinguely continues its 
series on the senses in the arts 
with a group show bringing 

 together works by international artists who address our sense of taste as 
a possibility for aesthetic perception. The exhibit  features works by, among 
others, Janine Antoni, Marisa Benjamim,  Otobong Nkanga, Emeka Ogboh, 
Shimabuku, Andy Warhol, Tom  Wesselmann, and Elizabeth Willing.

www.tinguely.ch

School Fasnacht Parade
February 20

On this day, 10,000 school children will take over the city center as Basel 
holds its “Schulfasnacht”! The event, which only takes place every 5 years, 
starts at 17:00, when students of kindergarten and primary schools from 
around Basel, Riehen, and Bettingen, dressed in school-made masks and 
costumes, will be marching from Münsterplatz down Rittergasse, 
Bäumlein gasse, and Freie Strasse, across the Mittlere Brücke, and then 
along Rheingasse to Theodorskirchplatz. The children will be accompanied 
by many Fasnacht groups (Cliques) and Guggen music bands. Lots of col-
ored “Räppli” (confetti) on the streets, sweets flying in the air, and loud 
music playing all around will liven up the streets. The event, which will see a 
record number of participants, is organized by the Fasnacht-Comité together 
with the schools and will give you a first taste of the Fasnacht to come! 

www.fasnachts-comite.ch/schuelfasnacht 

Atrium Concert in the Basler Wirrgarten
February 22

In cooperation with the foundation Basler Wirrgarten, members of the 
 Sinfonieorchester Basel will be playing works by Ludwig van Beethoven 
(Sextet in E-Flat Major, op. 81b, and Septet in E-Flat Major, op. 20). This 
 special concert will take place at the Basler Wirrgarten (Hammerstrasse 
156, Basel) at 16:00; entrance is free but there will be a collect.

www.sinfonieorchesterbasel.ch

Picasso, Chagall, Jawlensky—Masterpieces From the 
Im Obersteg Collection
February 22 – May 24

The third comprehensive presentation of the Im Obersteg Collection at the 
Kunstmuseum Basel examines the history and themes of this eminent 
Basel- based private collection in a larger context, exploring the reception 
of Marc Chagall’s early oeuvre in Basel, the discovery of Chaïm Soutine in 
Paris, and Karl Im Obersteg’s role in Alexej von Jawlensky’s difficult final 
years during World War II. It also sheds light on Im Obersteg’s ties to the 
Kunsthalle and the Kunstmuseum Basel and the impact of his work on 
both collections. As a private collector, Im Obersteg’s strategy was to 
 surround himself with art that thrilled and challenged him. The fruit of his 
untiring efforts, which spanned more than five decades, was an art 
 collection that combined personal predilections with international renown. 
The exhibition in the new building of the Kunstmuseum Basel presents 
works from the Im Obersteg Collection that have not been on public display 
in some time and are shown in dialogue with art from the Öffentliche 
Kunstsammlung Basel, the public art collection of Basel. Selected loans 
will accentuate key themes. Picasso’s monumental painting “Arlequin 
 assis” (1923), which was the collection’s pièce de résistance for many 
years, was sold after Im Obersteg’s death in 1969 and remains in private 
hands. For the first time in 50 years, this masterpiece will be exhibited, 
surrounded by the treasures of the Im Obersteg Collection—and, needless 
to say, accompanied by its sibling, the Basel “Arlequin assis.” 

www.kunstmuseumbasel.ch

Jazz Concert at the Tinguely Museum
February 28

Under the heading Roche’n’Jazz, top jazz performers are giving concerts in 
the space dedicated to the current exhibition at the Tinguely Museum from 
16:00–18:00 on the last Friday of every month, providing a musical  
highlight and a point of focus. The concert on February 28 will feature the 
CIA Seven Sins Ensemble. The concerts are free with admission to the 
 museum.

www.roche-n-jazz.ch

Celebrate With an Interesting Year of Concerts!

Ten years ago, Groove Now took on the task of presenting the internationally 
most exciting artists from the fields of blues and soul exclusively in 
 Switzerland. Since then, they have remained true to this mission. The 
 artists are not only hand-picked and committed years in advance, their 
 selection is based on criteria like musical significance, originality, and 
 ultimately their excellence not only at the moment, but over an extended 
period of time. Another characteristic is the composition of the bands—
Groove Now places great importance on the tightness of the band mem-
bers and values their individual commitment. Thus, they engage only 
bands in their original line-up, which can have an impact on the cost, as the 
bands are flown in, almost exclusively, from the United States.
Groove Now has also made a name for themselves by developing, together 
with the musicians, special and unique new music projects or bringing 
 together different musicians to realize a defined musical concept. A good 
example of this is the Blues Giants: Based on the model of Showdown 
 (Collins, Copland, and Cray), Groove Now put together a band that was 
 second to none and which went on to tour together with great success. The 
Big Blues Band is another great example of a defined pure blues project 
that features the first-rate Groove Now star Mike Zito, framed by a brass 
section.
Audiences at Groove Now concerts can therefore experience what are 
surely the most interesting bands on the international scene, as judged by 
their musical quality rather than their superficial commercial value. All 
these musicians stand the test of time, each year winning the most import-
ant international musical honors and awards.
Groove Now is run by several representatives of Basel businesses who 
have a high level of musical competence as well as many years of manage-
ment and marketing experience. However, Groove Now is only viable 
thanks to the generous support of sponsors and patrons. Since the organi-
zation’s inception, the BLKB—with their slogan “Was morgen zählt” (What 
counts tomorrow)—has been the main sponsor. Other important sponsors, 
such as the Merian Iselin Spital, the Hotel Hyperion, the Basler Zeitung, 
the Swisslos Fonds, and individual donors called the Groove Now Friends, 
ensure that the non-profit association Groove Now has the means to fi-
nance their high-caliber music program and present world-class musi-
cians in an intimate club-concert setting. 

The 10th Anniversary Program
The music program throughout this 10th anniversary year will be continuing 
along the organization's original mission. Under the motto "Stars & Friends," 
the organizers will present musicians who are among the friends of Groove 
Now and selected stars. The first double concert of the year, which will be held 
on February 21 and 22, will already be a sensation. In cooperation with Albert 
Castiglia, Groove Now has assembled an all-star band that brings together this 

“high-energy” guitarist and singer, the New Orleans legend Johnny Sansone 
(vocals,  harmonica), and the world-class saxophonist Jimmy Carpenter. The 
most exciting Chicago project you can imagine will follow in March. The 
Chicago Blues Guitar Summit will feature the three guitarists and singers 
Dave Specter, Billy Flynn, and up-and-coming talent Guy King,  together on 
stage. The band that will follow in May is another of Groove Now’s favorites 
and certainly must be included in the line-up—the great Rick Estrin with 
his Nightcats.
Of course, the ladies cannot be left out! In June, two extraordinary female 
guitarist, Sue Foley and Laura Chavez, will perform at the Atlantis. Groove 
Now has a long-lasting friendship with both ladies of blues, who will be 
playing together for the first time in Europe. Playing alongside them will be 
the “unsung hero” Derek O’Brien, one of the foremost guitarists from Texas.
A special project will take place in August: The present and future re-
presentative of Chicago Blues, Nick Moss, will perform with his great band 
featuring Dennis Gruenling, one of the best harmonica players ever. And as 
if that wasn’t already enough—at the request of Groove Now, Moss will 
bring with him Andrew Duncanson, head of the Kilborn Alley Blues Band 
and a fabulous singer.
In the latter half of the year, Groove Now will present a real spectacle. For 
the first time ever, the perhaps best guitarist in modern blues, Kid Andersen 
(guitarist with Rick Estrin & The Nightcats), will present his Greatest Hits 
project in Europe, along with his wife, singer Lisa Andersen. Anderson is 
not only an incredible guitarist, he is also a multi-instrumentalist and has 
become one of the most important blues producers. In his recording 
 studio, Greaseland, some of the most outstanding productions in modern 
history have been realized under his aegis. Anderson will bring an all-star 
troop that leaves nothing to be desired.
In October, Groove Now will present the incomparable Mike Zito with his 
Big Blues Band featuring two horns from B.B. King’s former band. Together, 
they will celebrate the 10th Anniversary of Groove Now in Basel—the orga-
nization and city that have become very dear to their hearts.
The absolute highlight of the year will come in November, when Groove 
Now presents the all-star band that they have assembled of exclusively 
personal friends and key players from the world of modern blues and 
soul—Sugaray Rayford’s Groove Now 10th Anniversary All-Star Revue. 
Alongside “Mr. Dynamite” Sugaray Rayford, the band includes Mike Zito, 
Albert Castiglia, Kid Andersen, Lisa Andersen, John Németh, and the best 
rhythm group in modern blues, Willie J. Campbell and Jimi Bott. For this 
very special climax, the band will present a different musical program on 
the two evenings.
Learn more about the fabulous 10th anniversary program on their website; 
tickets are available now through www.starticket.ch.

www.groovenow.ch 
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